
 

 

 

 

LCRL is a religious Liberty organization in Washington D.C. The Center 
provides input, education, advice, advocacy, and resources in the areas of 
religious liberty, Life, and Marriage seeking to engage in discussions in D.C. 
to establish partnerships and resources in our nation’s Capital for the sake 
of our Churches, Schools, Universities, and Seminaries. 

We are in D.C. to be an ENCOURAGING support to those who are already 
working very hard on the Hill to protect our religious Liberty, to protect and 
promote the sanctity of life, to guard the basic protections for traditional 
marriage, to promote the value of private and parochial education. 

We are in D.C. to be an EDUCATING 
resource for our Churches, Schools, 
Universities, pastors, and laypeople 
– Why? Because Christians more 
and more need be prepared to 
engage public issues for the sake of 
the community and the Gospel. 

We are in D.C. to be an ADVOCATE 
for our Churches, Schools, and 
Universities… Why? Because the 
government is encroaching more 
and more into the arena of the 
Church and its work, and Gods’ 
people have a role not only in 
sharing the Gospel, but in helping 
society/culture in being humane, 
civil, and temporally just.             
(see Jeremiah 29:11ff) 
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Christian Engagement of the 

World – Dynamic Differentiation 

 

Again, Jesus’ words in Luke 20:25 guide us… Give to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s and give to God what is God’s. The question for “public” 

engagement of issues and policies, is what does God desire of Caesar? 

And, what does God want His people to do in support of Caesar. In 

Romans 13, Paul writes… 

 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is 

no authority except from God, and those that exist have been 

instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists 

what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 

For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 

have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, 

and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your 

good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in 

vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s 

wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not 

only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For 

because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of 

God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: 

taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 

respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

 

Give honor to the work, respect to those in authority but realize that 

their leadership can’t solve the big issues of life. Power can control 

bad folks to a degree. What is finally needed is a changed heart, and 

the Bible says that only the message of the Gospel in Jesus Christ can 

do that. So, when it comes to public engagement, Christians realize 

that we are to be “Dynamically engaged,” yes, but to realize that God 

works to bless in very different ways through His Two-Kingdom 

blessing. He curbs evil through government and taxes; He blesses the 

common good through people getting married, having children, and 

working hard to take care of one another, but His ultimate work is to 

bring salvation to all as a gift. Law and Gospel, Kingdom of the Left – 

Kingdom of the Right. We take them both seriously, but one is for a 

time, one is forever. Differentiating between the two is key! 

 

In America, it gets even better since the constitution sets up the 

citizen, the disciplined, religious citizen as the “Caesar.” So, Paul’s 

admonition brings more work for the Two-Kingdom citizen to do. We 

don’t just need to honor those elected officials, we too need to be 

honorable. We don’t merely submit to the laws of the land, we get to 

participate in creating those laws for the good of all. Even there, God 

gives us wisdom through His Word, but the wisdom of the Law can be 

seen in God’s created order too. To that end… Be Dynamic… Get 

involved, but realize what is ultimate, what is fundamental, and what 

is the best that sinners can do to keep the peace and which ones 

matter most! 

 

IF THAT’S TRUE… AND WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS… Then it calls for 

Christians to be a unique kind of citizen no matter what country they 

are in… But in America, it gives us a wonderful way to be unique. 
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