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How could there possibly 
be hope in all of this?

"Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?"

What adjustments to routine have been
most difficult for you?
How have you helped others to adjust?
How will all these adjustments make you a
better servant to God and His people?

 

Let Music Take the First Chair 
by Jeffrey Burkart (Feature)

Yes! Change Is Possible 
(Even at a Lutheran School) 
by Jill Schmitzer (AMDnet)

Teaching at a Christian School 
in a Communist Country 
by Naomi Vogt (GLEnet)

 

 

New Hope for Lutheran Education
by Jonathan Laabs

There could not be a better time to highlight hope as the theme for
Christian education in the Lutheran church, in the United States of
America, and around the world. It might also be the most challenging
period in which to discuss it. At the time of this writing, the world is engaged in a war against an invisible foe: COVID-19, popularly
known as the coronavirus. At the end of the first week of April 2020, more than 180 countries on every continent had been affected,
with the total number of cases already reaching in excess of 1.5 million individuals and resulting in over 90,000 deaths. The
numbers are predicted to climb for many more weeks as the world seeks ways to contain the spread of the virus, create antidotes,
and ensure that it does not return.

The effect of COVID-19 on the entire world has been unthinkable. Aside from the tragic illness and loss of life across the globe,
virtually every industry, home, community, and education agency has been dramatically impacted in a very short time, causing a
significant negative impact on the economy and forcing decisions never before seen by national and state leaders. In an effort to
enforce various forms of physical distancing, almost every state in the USA has enacted some form of “stay-at-home” order and has
limited the numbers of people who can gather in one place. This is mirrored around the world. Every reader of this article has in
some way been personally affected by inability to physically attend church, send children to schools, participate in public events, or
perhaps even stand in line at grocery stores because of occupancy limits.

How could there possibly be hope in all of this?
In the middle of
the COVID-19
pandemic came
the celebration of Easter. What timing! While confronted with a new virus
that has no known cure, challenged by new suffering, separation, and
inconvenience, and even faced with the potential for death itself, we have
reason to rejoice in Christ’s triumph over death through the Resurrection.
Christians around the world, as “Easter people,” are reminded every day
of Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 15:55 (NIV): "Where, O death, is your
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[Parents] often know the benefits
and desire that their children
experience all that Lutheran
schools have to offer, but are
challenged by the higher costs of
tuition and sometimes
accessibility.

Despite the … challenges
endured by congregations and …
Lutheran schools, God has
opened doors for the future of
Lutheran education and new hope
for the educators called to
ministry at each.

victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" Jesus has conquered death. He is
risen …. He is risen indeed! Halleluiah! What more hope could there
possibly be?

Hope through Christian education
 The Easter hope that we celebrate every day compels us to live that hope in everything we do. This is especially true through
challenging times in our sinful world and even during the COVID-19 pandemic. Lutheran schools and other Christian schools
around the world have been created to provide teaching about and practicing of Jesus’ love for His people. They are vehicles for
sharing the Good News of salvation with children, youth, and adults. Prompted by Martin Luther and others through the
Reformation, the organization of schools available to all children as extensions of the home for Christian education has taken many
forms around the world.

Lutheran schools have always had a certain amount of freedom and
autonomy to serve children and families in their communities, while also
maintaining a responsible relationship with the government. Parents have
choices about where to send their children, and Lutheran schools have
been among the best options for this important decision. This option has
usually come with a great deal of extra cost. In the past, this cost was
covered extensively by local congregations, but the reality of school funding
today is that it now needs to be covered by a combination of tuition, third
source support, and, in some cases, money allocated through the government. Parents are facing the difficult decision of if and how
they can send their children to a Lutheran school. They often know the benefits and desire that their children experience all that
Lutheran schools have to offer, but they are challenged by the higher costs of tuition and sometimes accessibility. Their hopes are
blocked by conditions over which they have no control.

New hope brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic
It may seem impossible to be hopeful in the midst of a global crisis.
However, the weeks of experience during the pandemic that Lutheran
schools have encountered brought to the surface the very reason that God
has been using those schools. New lessons have been learned and new
opportunities have been created. Despite the significant and often
unknown challenges endured by congregations and others responsible for
running Lutheran schools, God has opened doors for the future of Lutheran
education and new hope for the educators called to ministry at each.
Following are just a few observations about how Lutheran schools have made a big difference in the lives of students, families, and
communities during this disruptive global challenge and how new hope shines brightly for the future.

Teachers and administrators have identified new ways of carrying out the mission of the
school. This has not been easy. New procedures and delivery systems are essential to facilitate teaching and learning when

students are separated from the school building. Normal instructional methods simply cannot work. Despite VERY little time to
plan and prepare, educators who already have a very close working relationship in the school have banded together to find new
creative means of making things happen. For some schools, this was a new experience, while others had previously had a taste of
“remote learning.” The positive attitude and commitment of Lutheran educators made a big difference in their making changes to
carry out their ministry under circumstances that were beyond their control. While in many ways, the ability to pull together in
times of crisis was not a surprise in a Lutheran school environment, lots of new learning about how this can be done was
accomplished in most places, and there is a renewed spirit of exploration.

Educators and administrators discovered
new tools to carry out teaching and
learning from a distance.Most educators, of

course, hadcertain previous experiences with various forms
of technology, butdependence upon these tools has now
risen to a new level. Literally every educator in
locationswhere students were not allowed to be physically
present in the school building has needed to implement
multiple alternative tools, some of which were readily
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Our society as a whole has
embraced the need to work
better together, be more
understanding and accepting, and
make changes that are better for
the common good.

available and others that needed to be acquired. The
learning curve for new tools had to be very fast, not just for
the teacher and students, but also for parents. Multiple new
applications were brought into the teaching and learning
process. Though a specific brand name (and only one of
many similar tools), Zoom seems to have been elevated to
verb status to indicate the online connection made between
students and teacher or among faculty members in meeting
mode. This sudden burst in use of technology tools will not

go away. When children are allowed to return to a physical school building, there will be a significant new level of technology
application to enhance learning.

Parent engagement rose to a new level. In most cases, this has been a necessity, as
students have been required to stay at home. These circumstances have certainly caused a disruption of

schedules in many homes and have created a number of new challenges. However, many parents have learned more about what
their children are learning and how they can help them in the process. Teachers have also found new ways to communicate with
parents, often daily. Parents will want much of this to continue, even after their children are back in the regular school environment.
Administrators and teachers will take advantage of these newfound relationships to continue to build the home/school connection.
Creative schools and congregations have also identified additional ways of reaching families outside of the school learning
environment. Adult education, youth programs, and Sunday School have all been added as part of the holistic approach to Christian
education and are not likely to go away when the pandemic ends.

Everyone now recognizes the reality
of a new normal. People have developed a new

appreciation for maintaining safe and healthy work
and home environments. “Wash your hands” has gone
far beyond parental admonition and has entered the
mainstream of social etiquette. Being prepared by
sanitizing everything, maintaining a respectful “social
distance,” and being sensitive to the needs of others
are all habits that are likely continue, at least to some
degree. People in general have stepped forward to help
each other at levels never before seen on such a wide
scale. It is in the DNA of Lutheran educators not just to
teach such respect and love (as Jesus has taught us),
but to practice it in school, at home, and in the
community. This time of crisis and uncertainty has
been a perfect opportunity to show Christian compassion, and it has been appreciated and modeled at many levels in society. The
opportunities for Lutheran schools to be the places of learning and practicing these expressions of love will only increase over time.

Lutheran schools are still all about relationships. God first loved us, and we
teach how He has taught us to love each other. We can model that love in
our families, in our congregations and schools, in our communities, and in
our global contexts. It is indeed ironic that the distance between people
imposed because of the COVID-19 pandemic has brought people closer
together. Professional church workers needed to focus on different ways of
carrying out their ministries while remaining focused on their mission. To
do that has required new ways of relating to each other and working as a team. Parents were forced to explore new ways of
managing their family time and activities, while growing closer to the teachers and administrators who have, by necessity, been
spending more time (though virtually) with their children and even with parents themselves! Our society as a whole has embraced
the need to work better together, be more understanding and accepting, and make changes that are better for the common good.

Christian schools around the world are among the best places to both teach and practice what God has taught about how to relate to
each other in response to His abundant love. That is the source for new hope amidst the chaos and despair in a world plagued by the
COVID-19 pandemic. It is another reason to shout out with joy every day, “He is Risen Indeed. Halleluiah!”

Dr. Jonathan Laabs is executive director of Lutheran Education Association.
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